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Important Dates: 

 Sept. 16th—Virtal 

Instruction Day 

 Sept. 23—Virtual 

Instruction Day 

 Oct. 7th—Picture 

Day 

Acadience Assessments 

The teachers and administrators in our district are committed to helping your child become successful in reading 
and math.  As part of this commitment, we have chosen to use the screening assessment called Acadience to help 
us take a quick snapshot of your child’s reading and math skills in three benchmarks a year.   

Acadience tests five skills that are necessary for learning to read.  Children who learn these skills become good 
readers.  The skills are: 

 Phonemic Awareness: Hearing and using sounds in spoken words 

 Alphabetic Principle: Knowing the sounds of the letters and sound out written words 

 Accurate ad Fluent Reading: Reading stories and other materials easily and quickly with few mistakes 

 Vocabulary: Understanding and using a variety of words 

 Comprehension: Understanding what is spoken or read 

Acadience is made up of seven short individual tests, called subtests.  Each subtest focuses on a different skill 
and takes about 1 minute to do.  A child may be given two to five of the Acadience subtests depending on his or 
her grade level.  

We will also be using a math assessment created by Acadience.  Acadience Math assesses skills that are 
necessary for learning mathematics and is made up of seven short assessments.  Each assessment focuses on a 
different mathematics skill and your child may be given two to five Acadience Math assessments depending on 
his or her grade.   

Acadience assessments are used with millions of students throughout the United States.  A child ’s score on a 
subtest tells us whether a student is likely to be “on track” for reading or math, or may need additional 
assistance in learning these skills.  Your child’s teacher will use the information to plan for instruction.  We will 
also use Acadeience data to identify children who may need extra instruction in reading and to monitor their 
progress of all students as they develop their reading and math skills.   

We are working hard to make sure that every child is on target for success, and we thank you for your efforts at 
home.  Together, we will help your child become successful! 

Dear Oakwood Parents/Guardians, 
 
We are ending our third week of both in-person and virtual instruction here at PPS. 
While so many things seem new, some things stay the same. This week (as with 
many other starts to the school year), we focused on classroom and building 
routines, introductory activities, buildig relationships, as well as introducing 
instructional routines.    
 
We are off to a wonderful start of the 20-21 school year and am thrilled to see our 
students learning! 



PTO School Supply Drive 

Thank you to the PTO and all of the parents for 

donating a pletheroa of school supplies to help 

support our students in the classrooms!  Our 

hearts and supply cupboards are full! 

Virtual Instruction Days 

On Virtual Instruction days all students will be asked to access curriculum on their Brightspace 

account.  Students will be actively working throughout the day just like they would at school.  Our 

virtual day instruction will not be live but there may be opportunities, depending on their building and 

teacher, for students to interact virtually with their teacher, class, or principal.  All students have access 

to a school issued Chromebook.  If your student does not regularly bring home a Chromebook or 

doesn't have a device at home to use please let their classroom teacher know.  In order to use a 

Chromebook at home your child will need internet access.  Please let your building principal know if 

you do not have internet access at home. 

Portland Cummunity Fund Association 

If you are in need of a winter coat and outerwear, the 

Portland Community Fund Association will work to 

get you what you need.  Please calll Sandy Olson at 

517-647-6306 or Jessica Ladisky at 517-526-1766 

to sign up.  The deadline to request a coat or outerwear 

is Satruday, October 10th. 

 

Applications for the Portland Community fund 

Association’s Christmas Giving Program will be 

avaiable at the beginning of October.  You can find 

those applications at the school, Portland City Hall, 

Tom’s Pharmacy, and Portland Apartments.  Any 

family residing in the Portland School district that 

may need assistance should fill out the form.  For more 

information, call Lisa Balderson at 517-930-1651 or 

Sandy Klein at 517-526-0529.  

Portland Backpacks for Bellies 

Due to the current 2020 COVID-19 

Pandenmic, PBB will not be delivering meals 

tot he schools.  Weekly meals will be handed 

out curbside every Thrusday from 3:00-

5:00pm at the Portland United Methodist 

Chruch.  A delivery option is avaiable for 

those families tht are not able to make the 

designated pick-up time or for the families 

that depend on the bus for transportation.  If 

you would like to sign your child up for PBB, 

please call our main office at 517-647-2991.  

Raider PRIDE 

Prepared  Respectful  In Control  Determined  Engaged 

Our Oakwood students have done an amazing job starting 

off the school year showing their Raider PRIDE in the 

classroom, on the playground, and in common areas 

around the school.  We are so proud of how respectful and 

in control our students have been!  Please tell your child to 

keep up the good work! 

Virtual Students and Communication 

Students participating in virtual learning for the first semester 

are expected login to Brightspace each day to compelte the 

course lessons and assignments.  Classroom teachers will 

contact students to find out how they are doing with virtual 

assignments and in ther courses, overall. Students and parents 

are expected to respond to communication from the teacher at 

least one time per week. This communication may be directed 

towards the student and/or parent. It may come in the form of 

an email, phone call, or virtual meeting. Please make sure that 

you are checking email on a regular basis.  


